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revolt against the Normans, and reaped the fruits of victory
themselves. William I was too much engrossed with the
dangers that assailed his kingdom in Italy to be able to pay
any heed to Africa; and when Mahdiyah was captured by
the Almohades in 1160, the Normans lost their last foothold
on the African continent. William II, apart from an isolated
raid in 1163, made no effort to recover his grandfather's
conquests. There was at any rate no danger to the Christians
from this quarter. The Norman fleet commanded the sea,
and a Moslem invasion of Sicily was therefore impossible.
The Moslems had regained the whole of North Africa, but
only at its western end was any contact with Western Europe
maintained.
The history of the Spanish peninsula in the twelfth century
*s largely conditioned by the position of affairs in North
Africa. Yet, for the reasons that have already been indicated,
the work of Reconquest was practically at a standstill; the
chief events of the history are concerned with the domestic
affairs of the Christian States. At the beginning of the
century these States were three in number. Of prime import-
ance was the kingdom of Castile and Leon, which occupied
the west and centre of the northern half of the peninsula.
The line of the Tagus had had to be abandoned, and in the
west Castile's southern boundary was now the river Mondego,
with Coimbra as the principal town in that region. Adjacent
to Castile on the north-east was Navarre, but on most of its
eastern as well as its southern frontiers the kingdom was
bounded by the Moslems, who after their conquest of Valencia
occupied the eastern portion of the peninsula to a line north
of the Ebro and almost reaching to Barcelona on the coast.
So the remaining Christian States were confined to the north-
east, and together occupied an area much smaller than either
the Castilian or the Moslem territories. Navarre, lying astride
the Pyrenees, had temporarily ceased to be a kingdom and
was subject to its eastern neighbour Aragon. Hitherto of
little account, the kingdom of Aragon began rapidly to expand
under Alfonso I the Warrior, who became king in 1104. His
prime achievement was the capture of Saragossa in 1118,
a conquest comparable with that of Toledo by Castile in the
previous century. After this first success he made daring

